Attachment 3.3

Councils’ Accounts: A Summary of Public Rights

The basic position

By law any interested person has the nght to inspect a council's/mesting's accounts, I you are entitied and
registered 1o vole in locel councll elections then you (or your represantative) have additional righis o ask the
appointed auditor questions aboul the councll's accounts or object to an #em of account contained within them.
The right to inspect the accounts

When your council hes finglised i acoounis for the previous financial year it must advertise that they are available
for peophe to inspect, Having given the sounci reasonable notice of your intentions, you then have 30 working days
3 Iook throwgh the accounting statemants in the Annual Return and any supponing documents. By arangement,
you will be able to inspect and make coples of the sccownts and the relevant documants. You may have b pay a
copying charge,

The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounts

You can only sk the appointed auditor guestions about the accounts. The audifor does not have 10 anSwer
questions about the councll's policies, finances, procedures or anything else not related to the accounts. Your
guastions must be about the accounts for the financial year just ended, The aeditor does not have to say whather
thiy think something the council has done, or an item in is accounts, is lawful or reasonable,

The right to object to the accounts

It you think that the council has spent money that it should not have, or that someone has caused a loss to the
council deliberabely or by behaving imesponsibly, you can request the audior to apply to the courts for & declaration
that an ibern of account is contrary b law, You do this by sending & formal 'nobice of objection” to the auditor at the
addrass balow, The notice must be in writing and copied to the couneil, In i, you mus! el the auditor why you
&re objecting and what you wank the auditor to do gbout it. The auditor must reech & decision on your obgection. If
you @re nol happy with thal decision, you can appesl to the cours.

You may alss object if you think that there is somathing in the accounts thal the auditor should discuss with the
council or fell the public about in a ' public inferest report’. You must follow the same procedure as oullingd in the
prévious paragraph, The auditer must then decide whether to take any aclion. The audifor does not have b3, but
wsually will, give reasons for his'her decision and you cannot appeal bo the courts, More information is available on
the Mationgl Audit Office website (see contact details below).

You may not use this ‘Aght to obyect” o make a personal complaint or claim ageinst your coundcil. You shauld take
such complaints to your local Citizens” Advice Bureau, local Law Centre or your $olicior, You may algo be able to
approsch the Standerds Commities of your locel principal authority if you belisve that a member of the council has
broken the Code of Conduct for Members.

What elge you can do

Instead of chjecting, you can give the auditer information that is relevant t hisher responsibllities. For example,
You can sirnphy tell the aud@or if you think thal something is wrong with the accounts or about waste and inetficiency
in the way the council runs its services, You should make A clear thal you are providing information rather than
miaking & formal objection. You do not have to foliow any set time limits or procedunes, Thi auditor does nod have
1o give you & detaded report of any subsequent investigation, but will usually tell you the oulcarmsa,

A linal word

Councils, and so local taxpayers, must mest the costs of dealing with questions and objections. In deciding whether
to fake your objection forward, one of & series of factors the awditor must take into account i the cost that will be
invahed. The aedior will only continue with the objection if i is in the public interest to do so. I you appeal to the
courts, you might have to pay for the ection yoursalf.

Who should you contact?
For mons detailed guidance on alecions’ nghts and the special | I you wigh to contedt your Council's
powers of auditors, copies of the publication Counal appainted exdernal audior please write to:
Accounts - & guide to your rights are available by caling
tha Mational Audit Office on G20 7788 7000 or downboading Camaron Waddell, Mazars LLP, Aykiey

Trom the websile hilps s nEn. ong. uhk/ Heads, Durham, DH1 5TS




